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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 
2008 

CTDS GRADUATES

You have worked very hard dur-
ing your years at CTDS.  We are 
happy to have been your teach-
ers, therapists and friends.

We wish you the very best in 
your new school, and we look 
forward to seeing you at our 
alumni gatherings.



THE YELLOW BRICK ROAD TO EDUCATION
The Wizard of Oz, a classic book published in 1900 by L. Frank Baum, has the structure of a story and a jour-
ney of overcoming obstacles in order to reach a goal.  It includes themes of friendship, love, being different, 
sacrifice, determination and above all following one’s heart and having the confidence to stand up for oneself.  
The metaphor of the land of Oz captures the quest of several individuals as they overcome adversity.

The main characters, the Scarecrow, the Tin Man, the Lion and Dorothy have already shown, during their quest, 
their desire to acquire what they believe to be lacking within themselves  – a brain, a heart, courage and an idyl-
lic place to live (somewhere over the rainbow). In their quest they follow the yellow brick road to Oz to find 
the master, the Wizard, who they expect will impart these missing qualities.  The Wizard is not a magician but 
a teacher.  When they find the Wizard he points to what is already within them and encourages the Tin Man, the 
Lion, the Scarecrow and Dorothy to look within themselves to draw out their nascent qualities.  These qualities 
have emerged in the process of the quest.  It is recognized that the characters have found the qualities in them-
selves – intelligence, compassion, determination and a home.  Therefore the true meaning of “education” (draw-
ing out from oneself) is found not only in the instructional tenets but also in the quest for knowledge and self 
realization.

The quest embraces abilities, motivation and talents and allows one to seek areas where one is challenged and 
yet not become trapped in discouragement and humiliation.  In fact education i.e. self realization allows one to 
experience challenges in oneself as well as in others with humility.  CTDS is not Oz but rather a place that em-
braces some of the excitement engendered within the quest for learning and self awareness.

Through this process many of our students develop self awareness beyond that of their more enabled peers.  
A number of the schools that our alumni attend have noted the high level of self awareness developed in our 
students.  CTDS children are seen as thoughtful, reflective, personable, emotionally balanced and motivated 
learners.  These qualities reflect important aspects of the CTDS curriculum and what the staff believe are essen-
tial qualities in life.

This play developed by Steve Brennan, Therapeutic Teacher, his graduate interns and CTDS staff, is one of 
many thoughtful and creative curriculum activities that integrate the cognitive, linguistic, physical, social and 
emotional development of the children attending CTDS.  The production of the play involved many aspects of 
the curriculum including motivation, memorization, attention, listening, problem solving and social interaction, 
as well as vocabulary, reading, writing, mathematics, art, costume design, and performance.

The  Scarecrow, the Tin Man and the Lion were played by three of our 2008 graduates who, through their the-
atrical experience this spring and their disciplined work and study, have accomplished an understanding of the 
mechanics of theater as well as embracing the message conveyed by the story of The Wizard of Oz. 

This is true commencement – a true beginning.



Sarah Seagrave- 
The Witch

The Cast

 Tin Man

Steve Brennan  - The Wizard Amy Corral – Dorothy

   LionScarecrow

Cheryl Swierczek – 
The voice of the Munchkins
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In our annual report October 2008 we will thank donors who gave during our fiscal year 2007-2008

This Newsletter is dedicated to 
Avis Tait, CTDS social worker for 
28 years who died May 11, 2008 
after a long illness. With a deter-
mination in her work and dedica-
tion to her clients Avis helped 
many children and families. She 
appreciated and was a devoted 
participant in theater. 

Avis Tait

This Newsletter is dedicated to Avis Tait, CTDS social worker 
for twenty eight years, who passed away on May 11, 2008 after 
a long illness.  With a determination in her work and dedication 
to her clients Avis helped many children and families.  She was a 
devoted participant and greatly appreciated the theater.  Avis will 
be forever in our hearts.

Introducing the new CTDS logo


